
Texas Policy Update on Digital 
Learning Resources 



üOur students are different
ü¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

without color TV, video 
games, cell phones, MP3 
players, the Internet, and 
Web 2.0 tools 
üThey also need different 

learning opportunities
üWe must prepare them for 

their future as they will 
influence ours!



Texas Education Code

ά¢ŜȄǘōƻƻƪέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ōƻƻƪΣ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 
of instructional materials, or a 
combination of a book and 
supplementary instructional 
materials that conveys information to 
the student or otherwise contributes 
to the learning process, or an 
electronic textbook.



ά9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ¢ŜȄǘōƻƻƪέ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
computer software, interactive 
videodisc, magnetic media, CD-
ROM, computer courseware, 
online services, an electronic 
medium, or other means of 
conveying information to the 
student or otherwise 
contributes to the learning 
process through electronic 
means, including an open-
source textbook.



άhǇŜƴ-ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǘŜȄǘōƻƻƪέ 
means an electronic textbook 
that is available for 
downloading from the 
Internet at no charge to a 
student and without requiring 
the purchase of an unlock 
code, membership, or other 
access or use charge, except 
for a charge to order an 
optional printed copy of all or 
part of the textbook.



ÅάtǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 
service or a developer or 
distributor of an electronic 
textbook. 

Åά¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘέ 
means hardware, a device, or 
equipment necessary for: (A) 
instructional use in the 
classroom, including to gain 
access to or enhance the use of 
an electronic textbook; or (B) 
professional use by a classroom 
teacher.



ÅThe state textbook fund may be used to purchase 
technological equipment necessary to support the 
use of electronic textbooks or instructional material 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ 
Textbooks or any textbook or material approved by 
the State Board of Education.



ÅCommissioner may 
purchase state-
developed open-source 
textbooks through a 
competitive process
ÅMay purchase more 

than one state-
developed open-source 
textbook for a subject 
or grade level
ÅCosts shall be paid 

from the state textbook 
fund

HB 2488



ÅA state-developed open-
source textbook must be 
irrevocably owned by or 
licensed by the state for use 
in the applicable subject or 
grade level

ÅThe state must have 
unlimited authority to 
modify, delete, combine or 
add content to the textbook 
after purchase

HB 2488



University developed 
open-source textbooks 
submitted would have 
to: 
Åbe written, compiled, 

or edited primarily by 
faculty of the 
institution specializing 
in the subject area of 
the textbook; 
Åidentify each 

contributing author;

HB 2488



Åbe certified for 
accuracy by the 
appropriate 
department in the 
institution; and 
Åhave been 

determined by the 
institution to qualify 
for placement on the 
conforming or 
nonconforming list.

HB 2488



The commissioner shall adopt a list of:

(1) electronic textbooks; and

(2) instructional material that 
conveys information to the 
student or otherwise contributes 
to the learning process, including 
tools, models, and investigative 
materials designed for use as part 
of the foundation curriculum for 
science in kindergarten through 
grade five.

HB 4294



Electronic textbooks or 
instructional materials 
on the list would: 

übe reviewed and 
recommended by a 
panel of experts in the 
subject area of the 
textbook or materials; 

übe aligned with current 
research in the subject 
area of the textbook or 
materials; 



ücover each part of 
the Texas essential 
knowledge and 
skills and indicate 
the percentage of 
each essential 
knowledge and skill 
covered; and 

üinclude appropriate 
training for 
teachers.

HB 4294



ü If a school district or open-enrollment charter 
school selects for a particular subject or grade 
level an electronic textbook or instructional 
material on the commissionerôs list, 

ü the state shall pay the district or school an 
amount equal to the cost of the electronic 
textbook or instructional material 

üplus textbook credits equal to 50 percent of 
the difference between that cost and the 
maximum cost established under for a 
textbook for that subject and grade level, 

ümultiplied by the number of electronic 
textbooks or instructional materials the 
district or school needs for that subject and 
grade level.

ü A school district could use textbooks funds 
allocated to the school district to purchase 
technological equipment according to rules 
adopted by the commissioner.

HB 4294



Instructional Materials  

ÅProclamation 2010 

ïEnglish Language Arts & Reading K-1

ïSpanish Language Arts & Reading K-1

ïReading 2-5

ïSpanish Reading 2-5

ïLiterature 6-12

ïReading Elective 6-8

ïESOL I and II

ïELPS Teacher Resources 9-12



Instructional Materials  

ÅProclamation 2010  $465 million this year

ïEnglish Language Arts & Reading K-1

ïSpanish Language Arts & Reading K-1

ïReading 2-5

ïSpanish Reading 2-5

ïLiterature 6-12

ïReading Elective 6-8

ïESOL I and II

ïELPS Teacher Resources 9-12



Instructional Materials  

ÅProclamation 2011  $495 million next year
ïPreKSystems with Spanish Components and 

Teacher Edition
ïEnglish Language Arts 2-8
ïSpanish Language Arts 2-6
ïHandwriting 
ïSpelling 
ïESL K-8
ïESL Teacher Resources K-8
ïSpeech 6-8
ïEnglish I-IV



üA publisher that offers digital versions of a print 
program, must bid the versions separately. This 
requirement is not intended to forbid the inclusion of 
digital components in a print submission
üAll digital programs must be platform-neutral ς

available for PCs and Macs



üPublishers of 
electronic programs are 
to offer a price for a 
statewide license 
üPublishers are to 
provide a digital version 
of all teacher materials
üPublishers are to 
provide ancillaries 
electronically



ÅState Board of Education Adopted 
Materials

ïRegular cycle & Midcycle

ïIncludes print and electronic 
products

Å/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ 
instructional materials

ÅUniversity developed open source 
materials

ÅState-owned open source materials 

ÅTechnological equipment



Professional Development



Project Share



Åa portal system to expand the 

development and delivery of high 

quality professional development; 

Åan interactive and engaging learning 

environment; and

Åaccess to online resources, online 

course content, academic networking, 

and professional learning 

communities.

©Texas Education Agency 2010. All rights reserved.

Project Share is 



Epsilen

The next generation of 

eLearning and networking



Web 2.0 tools and resources

Â ePortfolios
Professional and academic portfolios

Â Professional Networking
Other members with similar teaching, research, and career interests

Â Work Groups
Collaboration tools, workgroups, document sharing, wikis, web sites, email and 
messaging functionality

Â Peer Review
Share documents, research, rating system

Â Learning Matrix
Automated outcome assessment for institutions, or departments

Â Global Learning System
Web 2.0 course delivery, across the region, the state, the globe

All centrally hosted



Times Templates

Articles from 1851, as well as commentary, analysis, video, 
and multimedia


