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Accelerating Learning by Helping
Students Get Ahead and Stay Ahead
in Reading and Literacy

Comparing Microsoft* Reading Progress* and Google* Read Along* to identify
opportunities for differentiated instruction for students
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Executive Summary

According to the U.S. Department of Education, 54
percent of adults in the United States are not proficient
in literacy, reading below the equivalent of a sixth-
grade level. These adults likely struggled with reading
through third grade.” In addition, 32 percent of basic
and below basic readers in third grade were likely to
drop out of high school compared to 4 percent of
proficient readers.? Third grade is the last year students
learn to read; in fourth grade, they read to learn.
Without a strong foundation in reading, students can
struggle with fluency and comprehension despite their
intellectual capabilities because they can't easily access
reading material.

Educators can help readers make significant gains in
fluency and comprehension with timely and intentional
interventions. Educators use oral reading records for
diagnostic assessment of reading ability and evaluating
the strategies a child uses. This process is necessary
but requires one-on-one attention which is time-
consuming and challenging to manage in large classes.
This assessment is repeated at 4-8 week intervals,

depending on each student’s needs.

Microsoft Reading Progress can assist educators in
reaching every student using less instructional time.
Educators can do fluency checks more frequently,
with less classroom disruption. They can individualize
students’ assignments based on reading level or
interest using texts from the ReadWorks* library or by
uploading their own passages into Reading Progress.
Educators can access a student’s recording at any
time. This reduces classroom disruption, and redirects
educator time to targeted instruction.

By comparison, Google Read Along does not offer the
same level of customized options or actionable data
that Reading Progress offers. Students are given

" Source: Assessing the Economic Gains of Eradicating llliteracy

For students and educators alike, Reading
Progress supplies a more inclusive, holistic,
and data-rich literacy instruction solution than
Google Read Along.

feedback through earned stars and virtual prizes,

but there are no ongoing data points to inform an
educator’s practice or individualize student learning
based on their unique needs. Read Along allows
students to select their own texts and doesn't provide
a video of the student reading. Educators can see how
long a student reads in minutes but have no insight
into challenging words or the reading strategies they
utilized while reading.

2 Source: Students Who Don’t Read Well in Third Grade Are More Likely to Drop Out or Fail to Finish High School 2
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For educators, Microsoft Reading Progress provides

analysis of student reading can mark errors

timely data to inform practice and apply intentional, like mispronunciations, omissions, insertions,

personalized interventions, all while saving valuable time. repetitions, and self-corrections.

* Reading Progress tracks student fluency (words per o Edqucators can quickly verify or change the auto-

minute), accuracy, number of attempts, level, and detection choice after watching a student’s video

number of words in a passage. using the jump to word option from that point.

® Educators can jump to the word in the passage to e Reading Progress data is available through

review the audio/video of a student. Education Insights dashboard, helping educators
e Highlighting words in the passage lets educators el Temiels eme. [peitisnme, o ey

. instruction, or suggest interventions.
quickly mark errors from a drop-down menu. ' 99

. . . o i
e Utilizing the optional auto-detect for Al-powered Education Insights shows individual, class, or school

wide student data to inform targeted initiatives.

Removing the Stigma

Reading Progress supports all readers from kindergarten to grade 12. Students that
need evaluation and intervention after fourth grade can still use Reading Progress
without feeling self-conscious. Age-appropriate, high-interest passages can be
accessed in ReadWorks or uploaded by the educator meeting each student’s
unique needs. Assigning a Reading Progress assignment in Microsoft Teams for
Education* lets students record their passage anytime, anywhere.
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Rationale

The Cost of llliteracy

llliteracy doesn't just cost an individual; it impacts their
families and communities. In the U.S., the cost is nearly
$301 billion.® These losses span economic effects like
wage stagnation, productivity loss, and social well-
being like reduced health, increased crime, and need
for welfare services. People who are illiterate earn
significantly less than those who are literate and often
do not possess a level of literacy skills to further their
training or vocational education.

According to the 2022 NAEP Report Card on reading,
67 percent of fourth and 69 percent of eighth graders
read at or below the basic level.* Research has shown
that students who struggle to read in third grade are
four times more likely to drop out of high school making
it crucial to provide students with personalized reading
interventions.®

Fluent reading accounts for 25-50 percent of the
difference in reading comprehension.® It allows readers
to make meaning from the text as they read. Proficient
fluency depends on the mastery of processes like
phonemic awareness and decoding. When students do
not have to actively decode every word while reading
a text, it reduces the cognitive load so they can make
meaning as they read. The National Reading Panel
(NRP)” found compelling evidence that instruction

to increase reading fluency is critical to both reading
comprehension and future reading success.

Actionable Data and Timely

Interventions

Effective, targeted, and student-specific interventions
can help readers make gains in fluency and
comprehension. A 2018 Data Quality Campaign (DQC)
poll found that educators understand the power of data
but face many hurdles when it comes to using data to
inform their teaching. Fifty seven percent of educators
lack enough time in the day to analyze and use data,
34 percent cite too much data, and 26 percent say

the data is not accessible in a timely matter.® To realize
the full potential of data in education, educators need
access to timely, actionable student data to implement
interventions earlier, change instruction to address

student needs, and give meaningful feedback.

Providing support with solutions like Reading Progress
gives more students access to reading passages,
optimizes educator time, and supports improved
reading outcomes. Students can grow their reading
skills and gain confidence and independence,

while educators are more empowered to provide

appropriate interventions based on real-time data.

3 Source: World Literacy Foundation Report: The Economic Social Cost of llliteracy 2022

# Source: NAEP Report Card: Reading 2022

5 Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation: Early Warning! Why Reading by the End of Third Grade Matters

¢ Source: Reading Fluency: A Brief History

7 Source: National Reading Panel: Teaching Children to Read: An Evidence-Based Assessment of Scientific Research Literature

on Reading and Its Implications for Reading Instruction
8 Source: What Parents and Teachers Think About Education Data
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Fluency and Comprehension

Effective, targeted, and student-specific interventions
can help readers make gains in fluency and comprehension.

1in 6 students 67% of fourth graders Fluent reading accounts for
not reading fluently in 3rd performed Below NAEP 25-50% of the difference
grade will not graduate Proficient in reading in 2022; | in reading comprehension.
on time.? a larger percentage

compared to 2019.%°

Learning Scenario

The following scenario compares the step-by-step

process that a representative kindergarten teacher At a Glance

would complete to assign and evaluate a reading ‘
passage using Reading Progress in Microsoft Teams for Topic
Education and Google Read Along. Additionally, this Topic: Foundational Literacy Skills

scenario showcases the student’s process for accessing

. .. T . Grade Level
the assignment, practicing their literacy skills, and

submitting their assessment. Grade Level: Kindergarten

? Source: Students Who Don’t Read Well in Third Grade Are More Likely to Drop Out or Fail to Finish High School
10 Source: NAEP Report Card: 2022 NAEP Reading Assessment
" Source: Reading Fluency: A Brief History
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Step-by-step Comparison

Test Devices

In conducting this comparison, the K-12 Blueprint team tested the following devices and configuration:

* Dell XPS 00867 running Windows 11 Pro 22621.674]

* ASUS Chromebook Flip C436 7 running 104.0.5112.110 (Official Build) (64-bit)

e Pixel 4a 5g running Android 13 g7250-00220-221017-B-9183951

Educator’s Steps for Creating an Assignment using Reading Progress

1. Open Microsoft Teams for Education and select class.

o _
T Teams = @& & Joinorcreate team = e e B assignments 7 @)
poiet
E = I Language Arts Q1 Reading Assessment /2 wmed in
vy \ =N Due today at 1159 M
= 2 o Home page
ass Notebock Modesof persuason auiz o/ tumed in
Primary K-3 Pineview School Staff Engineering 101 Design Research Group “% pssignments e M : 0, 2023 ,q, 00PM
& Q  Grades
N o Reflect Audience essay 0/4 turned in
Sue June 8, 2023 900 AM
o .0 °
.
R i B Channels
General
Assignment
Health Research Language Arts Algebra 4th Grade Ele
(0] ® Class check-ins @ Quz
Hep Hep Group work From existing
— )
Writing

3. Select Create and then Assignment.

Grow

2. Select Assignments.

B assignments

Assigned  Retuned  Drafts

Q1 Reading Assessment
Due today at 11:59 PM

Modes of persuasion quiz

2 G

O Alcategories @

1/2 tumed in

0/4 tumed in

e Due March 30, 2023 12:00 PM
Q  Grades @ OneDrive Discard Save
Reflect Audience essay /4 tumed n
Insights e e 8. 2023 500 AL S @ Class Notebook
Parents
& Link
e Channels
General @ Makecode
Boo
cla - @ & Teams

Rea
Writing

4. Add title and description.

5. Select Attach and then Reading Progress.

Assignments 2 C

i
i
)

D2}

Reading Progress s

T Upload from this device
2 Attach  + New 3 Apps
Points

No points

&5 Add rubric
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6. Select Browse sample library.

Practice makes progress. Let's get going!

Import Word or PDF Browse sample library

7. Filter for grade level or Lexile level > Select passage.

Sample library X

Get acquainted with Reading Progress by choosing a sample passage from ReadWorks. Sample passages are in
American English. When you're ready for custom passages, check out our tips on developing and maintaining your own
Reading Progress library.

Grade level
- 1 2 3 4 5 6 Secondary
Reading passage title  ~ Genre Lexile level ~ Word count  ~
v ABig Star N n 50 words
A Community of People Non-fiction 1300 86 words
A Tornado Is Coming Fiction 190L 75 words
All About Hawaii Non-fiction 310L 79 words
Cloudy and Sunny Fiction 110L 67 words

Reading passages by
ReadWorks o Cancel m
(9 Reading Progress Close
< Choose a different passage B Student view Reading level @
2000
A Big Star SOwords | English (United States) eme
Non-fiction
What is big and bright? What gives Earth its light? The sun! The sun is the star that is closest to
Earth. Itis a ball of fire and gas. It gives Earth heat and light. Living things need heat and light. Number of attempts.
What would Earth be like without the sun? Unlimited o
Time imit o)
No limit v
Pronundation senitviy ®
Default v

Redng o e @D on

Coach

Preview

Require video @ ves

8. Complete Assignment details > Select Assign.

Assignments 7 C

New assignment Discard Save

Saved: Nov 9, 5:12 AM

ErlLer nsuucuons

(W ABig Star

2 Atach  + New [ Apps
Points

No points

@8 Add rubric
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Student’s Steps for Accessing, Recording, and Submitting an Assignment in
Reading Progress

1. Open Teams for Education > Select Class Team.

Teams

(0 I

g
c @ o ig

Make calls and organize your contacts.

Physical Science

m B O @

Primary K-3 Engineering 101 Language Arts Algebra

—

Women in Computer

= @ & Joinorcreate team

Science

4. Select Start.

A Big Star

an

[® ABig star :

2. Select Assignments

tab > Select Reading Challenge #2.

E Assignments

Assigned  Completed

Reading Challenge #2
Due tomorrow at 11:59 PM

Modes of persuasion quiz

Due March 30, 2023 12:00 PM

Audience essay
Due June 8, 2023 9:00 AM

15 points

3. Select “A Big Star.”

Assignments
< Back

Reading Challenge #2

Due tomorrow at 11:59 PM

Instructions
None

My work
(@ ABig Star
2 Attach  + New

Points
No points

7 ©

5. Read the passage > Select I'm Done > Select Use
this Recording.

A Big Star @ Recording M g3

What is big and bright? What gives Earth its light? The
sun! The sun is the star that is closest to Earth. It is a
ball of fire and gas. It gives Earth heat and light. Living
things need heat and light. What would Earth be like

without the sun?

6. Select Turn In.

E Assignments

Reading Challenge #2

Due tomorrow at 11:59 PM

Instructions
None

My work
[ ABig Star
37 9

2 mtach  + New

2 G
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Educator’s Steps for Accessing and Reviewing Reading Data

1. Select Assignment > Select student.

Assignments

Assigned  Returned  Drafts

Q1 Reading Assessment

Due today at 11:59 PM

Reading Challenge #2
Due tomorrow at 11:59 PM

Modes of persuasion quiz

Due March 30, 2023 12:00 PM

Audience essay
Due June 8, 2023 9:00 AM

2 &

& All categories ]

1/2 turned in

0/4 turned in

0/4 turned in

Assignments
< Back

Due today at 11:59 PM

Toreturn (2)  Returned (0)
O Name ~

C) Taylor, Ella

0O el Vance, Adele

Q1 Reading Assessment

Status ¥

+/ Turned in

@ Not turned in

Return (1)

Search students Q
Feedback

5}

P

2. Access Reading Progress Insights reports
and analysis.

[® cloudy and Sunny

Ella Taylor Attempts: 1 Levek: TI0L  Words: 68 Insights ¢ Hehwlor v >
- - " PREVIEW
QB EED @ .
Pronunciation sensitivity + Tured in View History
O (el (¥ Cloudy and Sunny

Return fullreport to student Edit Take action instudent view

This morning it was cloudy. Maria and her friends went Feedback
Enter feedback
outside. They played tag.
LAY the sun came out. The sun felt warm. The air
got warmer and warmer. oo+
poins

Maria felt very warm. She needed to take a break. She No peints

sat down under a tree. It was cooler in the shade.

ac} Cloudy and Sunny

Ella Taylor

Attempts: 1 Level: 110L Words: 68 Insights

Auto-Detect "REVEW O [ o]

Pronunciation sensitivity

[EE— Medium

Return full report to student Edit
1 4 5 9 6 O/ [0 Mispronunciations Omissions
Correct (1) Accuracy rate [ tnsertions [0 repetitions Practiced
words per Words

il [0 sett-corections

This morning it was cloudy. Maria and her friends went

Copyright © Clarity Innovations, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Educator’s Steps for Creating Reading Groups in Read Along

1. Open Read Along > Select top-left menu > 3. Title the reading group.
Select Reading group. ‘ g preve v _ x
o—oO

] ") Read Along

(8] Change photo O

Za Change name

Name your reading group

Reading group name 8/56

l Group 3|

ﬁ Turn on music

Where is Lulu? 4 o Share the app

(2) send feedback
For you

3 Language settings
|

For teachers

25 Reading group

Partner codes

Privacy

Friends A House for \ul
Mouse @
Terms

A R (|

Library Prizes Activity
4. Select Create a new admin profile.
2. Click through the Create reading group < 0 rone » _ x
overview screen. ( © 0]
€ 0 v = Select your profile. This profile will
o have the admin rights of reading

group ‘Group 3.

Your photo will not be visible to any child or parent - they
will only see your name.

Tap your photo Select the language of stories for
the reading group

You will be able to view the children's activity for the
0 chosen language.
0
Ms. Davis - X
N Ms. Davis
(V) English A
P
m Add new profile
Create a new admin profile

= .
More languages ap
m Use without a profile guag :)—JJ

(4]
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5. Add photo > Enter teacher name > Select green 7. Share link to Google Classroom class.

arrow to advance.

Share to Classroom

<« 0 Phone v - X
° ° ° Kindergarten
Ms. Smith
M Make announcement
B Create assignment
Ask question
@ Create material
Share
English reading group ‘Group 3'is https: app.google/join_group g
created and the admin is: -
10 copy %% Nearby

Ms. Davis
No recommended people to share with

Go to the reading group and invite
children to join

B @

Classroom Chrome
Copy to clipb

6. Select Invite children. O e

|
x 1
- ’ . Material title

Last week This week )

2, Kindergarten All students
Reading group
= https: app. le/join_¢ p7ym|
Group 3 . p join_group p7y
@ Add attachment

E s

Noehildin his reading group |

&4 Invite children

|_|:| Copy invitation link

@ Settings v
@
Library Prizes Activity

11
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Student's Steps for Accessing and Using Google Read

1. Access Google Classroom > Select class. 3. Click on green arrows to enroll.

Kinderga rten . Join a reading group
Ms. Smith

W

Your child is invited to join this
reading group:

Reading group name

Reading Group 3
Teacher / Admin

M D Ms. Davis

Language

English

2. Select Reading Group link to join. @ Q

Kindergarten

Stream Classwork People
Ms. Smith

’}w(si.rgggrgarten ; : 4. Add photo and name.
o P Y

Join our reading group.

Name 4/56

@ Reading Groups
l

|- 0:58 AM

https://readalong.app.google/join_group?id=ulp7ym

2, Class comments

] B
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5. Select the green arrow to go to the group. 7. Click through completion screen.
You have joined English reading
group ‘Reading Group 3’ with this
profile:
a
/ 0
O Ella
Go to the group now
6. Begin reading the story. 8. Review recent activity.

12:53 — s6° *a4R

4 =% @
Last week Reading Group 3 / English &

/V,\/_/J Daily goal Y

r

You are the only one active in this
reading group

It is high up in the sky. &

My red ball. . Today: 3 min
It is over the moon.

Your daily goal is 10 min GIQ

Itis gone!
Stories completed
Total 1 story this week
. 7 My Red Ball
X ™ Weekly Activity . h\x - Y 2
{ @ @ Total 3 min in English @ @
L,
[, ] do p 9 Py
r @
@
Library Prizes Activity
Library Prizes Activity
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Teacher’s Steps for Accessing Reading Data Dashboard

1. Select Activity > Select Reading Group from 2. Explore student reading data.

ol  ..@

drop-down menu.

o’,

Everyone in the group is active
this week

Reading group

Reading group

Reading Group 3 v
Group 2 -

Active children (1/1)

Overall activity ) Reading ~ Speed

Children reading and playing games
‘ 5 * Reading * Game

Ella 4min

No child in this reading group Popular stories in this reading
group

Everyone in the group is active

this week F@D Vy Red Ball N

5 A
View activity
- - -8

LD Copy invitation link

€3 Settings v @ @
Library Prizes Activity ; N .
G,\ Library Prizes Activity
3 — X
-
& MyRedBall %
Reading group
Reading Group 3 v

Reading this week (1/1)

Children reading

Ella 3min @

Q Read at least 70% of the story

Read last week (0/1)

g=

14
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Conclusion

Students benefit from targeted literacy instruction. Educators are unquestionably committed to supporting reading
literacy, but frequently face challenges to meeting each student’s needs due to barriers such as the amount of time
required to assess and diagnose each student. Digital literacy tools help bridge that gap by providing students
choice about what to read on their level; empower educators with rich, actionable data; and, most importantly,
adapt to meet the individual’s learning needs and preferences. When equipped with the right resources, educators
better help each student grow and improve their literacy skills.

With Microsoft Reading Progress, educators can save

time while providing targeted feedback and offering . . .
) ) ] : ] When comparing how students interact with
intentional interventions for each student. Using the .
) ) ) ) reading passages and how educators access
real-time data from Reading Progress combined with 3 i i i
) ) ) ) literacy data, Reading Progress in Microsoft

the bigger picture of growth and trends in Education . . .
i ) Teams for Education provides a superior
Insights, educators are more empowered to provide . . - -
] ) ) experience than the equivalent experience using
appropriate interventions for their students and inform
Google Read Along.

their practice to maximize learning outcomes.

Read Along, the Google equivalent, focuses solely on
lower elementary grades, leaving out older students. Additionally, Read Along data is limited to only the amount of

time a student reads, the number of students who have been active, and words read per minute.

Reading Progress Read Along

Words per Minute ™ ™M
Amount of Time ™M ™M
Accuracy Rate ™M

Lexile levels M

Fluency analysis ™

Recording for Optional Manual Review M

Challenging Words Analysis ™M

Phonics Rules Analysis ™M

Automated Assignments based on a student's Challenge o

Words or Phonics

Analysis Based on genres M

Schools and District analysis ™M
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